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vermilion snapper are overfished, based
on the most recent Status of U.S. Fish-
eries Report to Congress, the AA will
file a notification with the Office of the
Federal Register to close the rec-
reational fishery for vermilion snapper
for the remainder of the fishing year.
On and after the effective date of such
notification, the bag and possession
limit of vermilion snapper in or from
the South Atlantic EEZ is zero. This
bag and possession limit also applies in
the South Atlantic on board a vessel
for which a valid Federal charter ves-
sel/headboat permit for South Atlantic
snapper-grouper has been issued, with-
out regard to where such species were
harvested, i.e., in State or Federal wa-
ters.

(B) Without regard to overfished sta-
tus, if vermilion snapper recreational
landings exceed the ACL, the AA will
file a notification with the Office of the
Federal Register, at or near the begin-
ning of the following fishing year, to
reduce the ACL for that fishing year by
the amount of the overage.

(C) Recreational landings will be
evaluated relative to the ACL as fol-
lows. For 2010, only 2010 recreational
landings will be compared to the ACL;
in 2011, the average of 2010 and 2011 rec-
reational landings will be compared to
the ACL; and in 2012 and subsequent
fishing years, the most recent 3-year
running average recreational landings
will be compared to the ACL.

[738 FR 31843, July 3, 2008, as amended at 74
FR 17610, Apr. 16, 2009; 75 FR 9118, Mar. 1,
2010; 75 FR 74660, Dec. 1, 2010; 75 FR 82293,
Dec. 30, 2010]

§622.50 Caribbean spiny lobster im-
port prohibitions.

(a) Minimum size limits for imported
spiny lobster. There are two minimum
size limits that apply to importation of
spiny lobster into the United States
-one that applies any place subject to
the jurisdiction of the United States
other than Puerto Rico or the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands, and a more restrictive min-
imum size limit that applies to Puerto
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

(1) No person may import a Carib-
bean spiny lobster with less than a 6-
ounce (170-gram) tail weight into Puer-
to Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands. For
the purposes of paragraph (a) of this

§622.50

section, a 6-ounce (170-gram) tail
weight is defined as a tail that weighs
5.9-6.4 ounces (167-181 grams). If the
documentation accompanying an im-
ported Caribbean spiny lobster (includ-
ing but not limited to product pack-
aging, customs entry forms, bills of
lading, brokerage forms, or commercial
invoices) indicates that the product
does not satisfy the minimum tail-
weight, the person importing such Car-
ibbean spiny lobster has the burden to
prove that such Caribbean spiny lob-
ster actually does satisfy the minimum
tail-weight requirement or that such
Caribbean spiny lobster has a tail
length of 6.2 inches (15.75 cm) or great-
er or that such Caribbean spiny lobster
has or had a carapace length of 3.5
inches (8.89 cm) or greater. If the im-
ported product itself does not satisfy
the minimum tail-weight requirement,
the person importing such Caribbean
spiny lobster has the burden to prove
that such Caribbean spiny lobster has a
tail length of 6.2 inches (15.75 cm) or
greater or that such Caribbean spiny
lobster has or had a carapace length of
3.5 inches (8.89 cm) or greater. If the
burden 1is satisfied such Caribbean
spiny lobster will be considered to be in
compliance with the minimum 6-ounce
(170-gram) tail-weight requirement.

(2) See §640.27 of this chapter regard-
ing the minimum size limit that ap-
plies to spiny lobster imported into
any place subject to the jurisdiction of
the United States other than Puerto
Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands.

(b) Additional Caribbean spiny lobster
import prohibitions—(1) Prohibition re-
lated to tail meat. No person may import
into any place subject to the jurisdic-
tion of the United States Caribbean
spiny lobster tail meat that is not in
whole tail form with the exoskeleton
attached.

(2) Prohibitions related to egg-bearing
spiny lobster. No person may import
into any place subject to the jurisdic-
tion of the United States Caribbean
spiny lobster with eggs attached or
Caribbean spiny lobster from which
eggs or pleopods (swimmerets) have
been removed or stripped. Pleopods
(swimmerets) are the first five pairs of
abdominal appendages.

[74 FR 1151, Jan. 12, 2009]
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